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ushers never stopped murmuring, " Hurry, hurry, please hurry-
out this way quick." The purple cap, the purple robe over the
body, the white cross in the hands, made an impressive and cheer-
less sight. I wished I could remain and study the face with its
sharp features, its big mouth, its lofty brow, its expression of
unrest, but the usher nudged me by the arm and motioned me to
pass on.

On the square again and with time on my hands I wondered if
I could search out one or more of the leaders of the Hlinka Party
and talk to them. In this hour of sorrow they might be in a heart-
searching if not forgiving mood and they might express themselves
with more grace than harshness. And I wanted to hear a Hlinka
spokesman now more than ever, with grief and challenge brooding
over the sun-flooded Hlinka square and with German armies
massing and the German press pelting Czechoslovakia with all the
insults and scurrilities known to the human tongue and with a
delegation of eminent Henleinists at Rozhemberok to demonstrate
their appreciation of the person and the policies of the dead priest.

Here then was Julius Stano, secretary to the Hlinka Party.
Short, superbly built, with large and shiny black eyes that seemed
as if to plead for understanding, and with a low and melodious
voice, he laid the grievances of his party before me. He spoke
excellent English. After all, he proceeded, Slovaks were a separate
nation, why then should they not be accorded the privileges and
perogatives of nationhood? Czechs were saying that there was
little difference between the Czech and Slovak language. But the
fact remained that Slovaks didn't understand Czech well and
Czechs didn't understand Slovak well. Here was the word for
stic\. In Czech it was " hul," in Slovak " palitza." Were the
words alike?

Yes, Slov^a felt grateful to the Czechs for the work they had
done in Slovakia. But why were they discriminating against
Slovaks? The Government had built fortresses in Slovakia, why
weren't Slovak's engineers engaged for the job? After all there
was the Pittsburgh agreement which Masaryk himself had drawn
and which he had signed on May 30th, 1918, when he was already
nominally President of the Republic. This argreement proposed
a separate parliament, a separate judicial system, a separate school